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13 September 2012 
Dear Richard 
 
Review of legislation on snaring 
 
At its meeting on 12 September 2012, the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and 
Environment Committee agreed to close a petition (PE1124) that was referred 
to it over the summer recess which called for a ban on the use of snares. The 
Committee made its decision because of the significant amount of debate that 
had taken place on the issue during the passage of the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment (Scotland) Bill in 2011 which resulted in an Act that did not ban 
snaring, but which strengthened the training and regulation surrounding the 
practice. The Committee has considered some of the resulting secondary 
legislation which relate to this, and it is my understanding that we may shortly 
be considering some further SSIs on the issue. 
 
However, when the petition was referred to us by the Public Petitions 
Committee, the basis for the referral was to enable us to consider the 
petitioner’s request to have an early review of snaring legislation in Scotland. 
As you know, the legislation is currently due to reviewed in 2016. Therefore, in 
closing the petition, the Committee agreed to write to you to ask for further 
information on how the process for the review scheduled for 2016 is unfolding. 
We will share your response with the petitioner.  

Yours sincerely  

 
Rob Gibson MSP 
Convener 
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